Droitwich Spa Toton Council

MINUTES of the Meeting of the RESOURCES & SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE
held in the Council Chamber, St Richards House, Victoria Square, Droitwich Spa on Monday
23rd March 2026 at 6.32 pm

PRESENT: Councillor GR Brookes (Chairman)
Councillor S Brazier
Councillor Mrs JM Chaudry
Councillor GA Dufty
Councillor RP Hopkins
Councillor Mrs C Bowden- Mayor (Ex- officio)

ALSO PRESENT: Councillors DI Davidson & VP Humphries

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillors E Bowden, Mrs K Fellows, J Grady, RJ Morris
& AM Sinton.

371. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
None.

372. MINUTES OF THE RESOURCES & SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON 23rd FEBRUARY 2026. To confirm as a correct record the Minutes of the
Resources & Sustainability Committee meeting held on 23rd February 2026 /circulated
previously].

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Resources & Sustainability
Committee meeting held on 23" February 2026 be
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

373. Request for Community Governance Review — Pursuant to minute reference 345-
2025/2026 of the Committee Meeting held on 23™ February 2026, to reaffirm the
communications for the Community Governance Review process currently in course
affecting the Dodderhill - Impney Ward. This information was originally sent to DSTC
members on the 25" & 26" February [for information]

The Clerk explained the CGR process and referenced the correspondence from the
Electoral Services Manager at Wychavon District Council which had been circulated
previously and attached with the Agenda.

There were no questions arising.

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

374. Town Of Culture 2028- Pursuant to minute reference 335- 2025/2026 of the
Community & Amenities Committee Meeting held on 23" February, to confirm that the
Town Council has registered as an Accountable & Deliverable Body for the submission of
an Expression of Interest (EOI) application for the Town of Culture (TOC) initiative. A
draft EOI is currently nearing completion and will be a Partnership submission with
Droitwich Spa Place Board. It is anticipated that the draft EOI application will be reviewed
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and finalised at Place Board on 17" March to enable submission before the month end
National deadline.

The guidance can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-town-
of-culture-2028-expression-of-interest/uk-town-of-culture-2028-expression-of-
interest-quidance-for-bidders

The Clerk summarised the current position with the Expression of Interest in the course of
preparation. He explained that the intention is to facilitate an open Community Event to
invite and encourage input and participation from Community Arts, Sports and Leisure
sector groups and stakeholders on the achievement of reaching acceptance for the
Expression of Interest once submitted. This will be conducive towards a community
collaboration working with the Place Board and Town Council Partnership to develop the
full bid.

Councillor VP Humphries commented that this approach reassured her over community
involvement.

RESOLVED That the information be noted.
375. Sustainability —Options to convert the second floor of St Richards House into

useable Office space and business units. To verbally update following a feasibility meeting
with WDC representatives on 3 March 2026 [for information]

The Clerk explained that the meeting with WDC representatives on 3™ March had been
very positive. WDC have a commitment to support a business hub in Droitwich Spa
similar to the existing facility which is attached to the Civic Centre in Pershore. The
second floor of St Richards is a practical space that will enable scope for a similar
arrangement. WDC have a desire to progress fulfilment of this project within the
remaining timescale prior to LGR and Unitary in April 2028. They have pledged a funding
contribution subject to estimates for design and construction phases. The Clerk updated
that he is currently liaising with Architect and Contractor contacts in order to obtain
outline estimates in order to ascertain indicative project costs and help determine the WDC
funding contribution. These estimates are anticipated to take a few weeks to progress and
further updates will be provided in due course. The same undertaking has been given to
WDC in order to progress the proposals.

RESOLVED That the information be noted

376._Accounts for payment
Creditor accounts in the sum of £6,017.89 and supplementary payments of £187,433.79 were
considered for payment, Total expenditure presented £6,017.89+ £187,433.79 = £193,451.68 [full
lists attached with Agenda].
The Clerk explained the breakdown of the supplementary cheque number 12938 for total
£183,304.43 and the two significant invoice component aspects of £93,307.20 &
£76,174.05, Gross of VAT, which relate to the capital expenditure aspects of the Heritage
Centre refurbishment and the constructions phase costs. There were no questions arising.

RESOLVED That the statement of accounts appended be received and the
expenditure totalling £193,451.68 be authorised and duly passed for payment. Total
expenditure authorised £193,451.68

The meeting closed at 6.46 pm.
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Chairman of Committee

13 April 2026

Chairman of Council

27 April 2026

Resources & Sustainability Committee Minutes. 23.03.2026 Initials ......... ...



