Droitwich Spa Toton Council

MINUTES of the Meeting of the RESOURCES & SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE
held in the Council Chamber, St Richards House, Victoria Square, Droitwich Spa on Monday
23 February 2026 at 6.26 pm

PRESENT: Councillor GR Brookes (Chairman)
Councillor S Brazier
Councillor RP Hopkins
Councillor Mrs C Bowden- Mayor (Ex- officio)

ALSO PRESENT: Councillors E Bowden, DI Davidson, Mrs K Fellows, N Franks & AM
Sinton.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillors P Clements, G Duffy, J Grady & RJ Morris

343. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
None.

344. MINUTES OF THE RESOURCES & SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD ON 12 JANUARY 2026. To confirm as a correct record the Minutes of the
Resources & Sustainability Committee meeting held on 12" January 2026 at the
Community Hall [circulated previously].

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Resources & Sustainability
Committee meeting held on 12" January 2026 at the
Community Hall be confirmed as a correct record and
signed by the Chairman.

345. Request for Community Governance Review — To be informed of the attached letter
requesting a Community Governance Review which relates to the Impney Ward of Dodderhill
Parish Council. The ward originates from creation in January 2023. The request has been
formally acknowledged by Wychavon District Council on 2" February 2026, which will
revert to Dodderhill Parish Council in due course [for information].

Councillor N Franks commented that “I suppose the question is, do Councillors feel the 65
houses should retain their own Councillor as they do have now on Dodderhill Parish
Council, which would potentially increase the number of DSTC councillor numbers, or can
the 65 houses of residents be absorbed into the Droitwich East Ward which has 4 town
Councillors currently”?

The Clerk suggested that this matter would be determined within the Community
Governance Review process and he committed to clarify with his WDC Electoral Services
colleague. For context this has since been confirmed and updated to all DSTC Members by
way of response from Electoral Services on 25" February as below.

I think you may already have this but the Community Governance Review for the Impney area of Dodderhill
Parish council is now live. All the information is on our website Community Governance Reviews -
Wychavon District Council and we have written to each household to alert them to the review and to request

their views. Grateful if you could let the councillors know.
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wychavon.gov.uk%2felections%2fcommunity-governance-reviews&c=E,1,0JSqUAGp06tADbjinzbIWDMEn7CB9NdUGQQbb3BCjuoMHAV7azjmPoAXU3XKsmFnDstrUfe-Fo_GFZeg1xo8x-G7_psSA_a4uqPm6VTKEw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wychavon.gov.uk%2felections%2fcommunity-governance-reviews&c=E,1,0JSqUAGp06tADbjinzbIWDMEn7CB9NdUGQQbb3BCjuoMHAV7azjmPoAXU3XKsmFnDstrUfe-Fo_GFZeg1xo8x-G7_psSA_a4uqPm6VTKEw,,&typo=1

There is no requirement for you to do anything with the review, except to feedback your views as a council,
should the feedback indicate a desire to move into Droitwich Spa TC (i.e. would this be something welcomed
by the Council, and does the Council think this is the right thing to do?).

If I can help further, or you want me to contact anyone directly, please let me know.

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

346. Sustainability —Options to convert the second floor of St Richards House into
useable Office space and business units.

To confirm that Wychavon District Council have recently approached to progress the
partnership working initiative. A scoping meeting has been arranged for early next month
in order to proceed with feasibility, funding options and indicative timescales — all for
further interpretation.

The original mandate for this project dates from 2019/2020 and has been interrupted by the
Covid era and other Strategic Priorities & Projects. With the elapsed timeframe the
completion of the Heritage Centre refurbishment for the ground floor of St Richards House
and associated Community Legacy funding have taken priority. To support reconvening
the second-floor scope there have been several considerations taken forward within the
aforementioned recent ground floor works. These help towards coordinating future
proofing of the building and the opportunity for some economies of scale. Examples
include full Surveyors drawings now in place for the whole premises and building
regulation’s guidance undertaken for upgraded & additional fire safety measures and
improved access (points affiliated to the Planning permission for the Heritage Centre) [for
information]

With regard to sustainability, Councillor N Franks asked whether the Terms of Reference
had been considered for the Resources & Sustainability Committee put forward from
autumn 2025? The Clerk confirmed that these had been drafted, considered and accepted —
the following three meeting minutes extracts refer,

> Full Council 22" September 2025- minute ref 172/2025-2026.
> Resources & Sustainability Committee 20" October 2025- minute ref 201/2025-2026.
> Full Council (ratification) 15" December 2025- minute ref 261/2025-2026.

Councillor Franks asked whether bench marking had been undertaken ?. The Clerk replied
that the Committee had not started on any Sustainability Benchmarking work so far for
this year.

RESOLVED That the information be noted.
347. Solar PV Options for St Richards House — To update on the current position

regarding the Feasibility and the Pre- Application Planning submission -
(W/24/01913/PA).

The Clerk summarised the position regarding the Pre- Application Planning submission -
(W/24/01913/PA) and the feasibility work undertaken (July2025).

Councillor RP Hopkins commented on the importance of the rear facing pitch of the St
Richards House building roof being used for the reasons to accord with Conservation and
maximising sunlight capture for power generation. He mentioned that power could be
stored in external battery housing cabinets to be located at the rear of the building. The
Clerk confirmed that the feasibility work undertaken had specifications for both full and
half pitch roof coverage of the solar panels. These options are included as part of the pre-
application advice submission. He clarified that the Town Council did not own the land
behind the building and this was part of the Hospital assets holding. The Town Council
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ownership and town centre conservation area boundaries both align as the rear aspect wall
of the premises.

Councillor N Franks commented that comparison quotations should be made for the
various tariffs for the export of solar power generated back to the network. The Chairman
confirmed that the considerations would be taken forward once the process for pre-
application planning advice for the solar had progressed further.

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

348. Local Government Reorganisation in Worcestershire- To reaffirm the attached WDC
communication originated by Councillor RJ Motris (Leader of WDC) on 6 February 2026.
To encourage DSTC Elected Members to complete the individual link within the letter,
which enables Town and Parish Council input to feed back on the two Unitary Council
options for Worcestershire.
To consider the following,
» A mandate for a corporate response to be submitted by Droitwich Spa Town Council
for this consultation (To note that the next scheduled DSTC Full Council meeting is
27" April after the WDC submission deadline of 26" March 2026).
» To write directly to the government minister to express disappointment that Town and
Parish Councils have not been included in their official centralised consultation
process for the LGR affecting Worcestershire.

The Clerk updated the position and clarified that it was not possible to resolve a corporate
response on behalf of the Full Council without formal ratification. Unfortunately, this cannot
be achieved before the consultation deadline for the reason that the next scheduled meeting
of the Full Council takes place later (27" April). Members are encouraged to submit their
individual responses to the Consultation as outlined.

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

349. _Accounts for payment
Creditor accounts in the sum of £8,306.70 and supplementary payments of £53,235.38 were
considered for payment, Total expenditure presented £8,306.70+ £53,235.38 = £61,542.08 [full lists
attached with Agendal].
There were no questions arising.

RESOLVED That the statement of accounts appended be received and the
expenditure totalling £61,542.08 be authorised and duly passed for payment. Total
expenditure authorised £61,542.08.

The meeting closed at 6.46 pm.

Chairman of Committee

23 March 2026

Chairman of Council
27 April 2026
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