Broitivich Spa Toton Council

Report of the Chairman of Planning Committee 2024/2025

The Droitwich Spa Town Council maintains an advisory position for consultations,
within the town development boundary, which are submitted to Wychavon District
Council - the Local Planning Authority. The Town Council always endeavours to give
a fair and balanced consideration for all applications with due attention towards the
opinions and needs of the town residents.

We do this through our Town Planning Committee which consists of eight members
including the Mayor Alex Sinton and myself.

A great deal of guidance comes from the Officers of the Town Council, in interpreting
and tracking the planning applications which helps ensure that the Committee makes
informed decisions and recommendations.

[ would like to take this opportunity to thank the Officers, Vice-Chairman, Bob Brookes
and Elected Members of the Planning Committee for their contributions, support and
knowledge in the past year.

The planning committee has met 10 times since the last Town Meeting and has
considered 55 applications. Of these 36 were recommended for approval, 1 no response
as DPI — St Richards House Application for Museum in September, 5 were of comments
only e.g. deferment, 10 were recommended for refusal and 3 had already been granted
approval by WDC.

Other Planning Committee responsibilities - Road Traffic Orders and received and
reviewed / presented through the Committee during the period totalled = 91

VAS

Within the auspice of Planning Committee, the Town Council operates 12 owned VAS
in the Town and supports several more through maintenance (working with WCC
Highways).

The owned VAS are 6 battery and 6 solar devices. Two of these solar Vas have been
repurchased following incidents of ASB and write offs. Both the original and
replacement purchases of these two units were supported through OPCC funding
secured through the Town Council.

Neichbourhood Plan (NDP)

The project has progressed very well through the delegated and wider Steering Group
since formal resurrection by the Town Council in July 2022. Councillors Brookes and
Dufty are the Elected Members leading the project for the Town Council and are



members of the Steering Group alongside representatives from the local community and
DSTC & WDC Officers. The Town Council are very grateful for the professional
guidance and support of the commissioned Consultant Dr David Nicholson and Andy
Ford (Lead Wychavon District Council- Senior Planning Officer for the speciality of
Neighbourhood Planning) in helping to reach the Draft Plan Stage.

This is currently subject to final Environmental Screening by the LPA and is anticipated
to be ready for the Statutory Regulation 14 public consultation stage, following Full
Council ratification (expected to be in April). The draft NDP is 17 comprehensive
policies and will require a minimum six-week public consultation period — likely to be
arranged around May /June 2025. All households will be notified for the consultation,
and all mediums of feedback will be made available. This will include 2 public drop-in
sessions. Responses and feedback will then be collated by the Consultant and referred
for consideration of any amendments to the draft through the Steering Group later in
the Year. Thereafter the final version NDP will be submitted to WDC. It is important
that the final submission version of the NDP fully aligns with the most up dated version
of the Local Plan. For this reason, the alignment with the emerging SWDPR is a critical
factor and is currently on track. Anticipated alignment and submission are envisaged
for Quarter 1 2026 at this stage.

The recent announcements of proposals towards a Unitary Council and Local
Government reform in Worcestershire emphasise the importance of a Neighbourhood
Plan being in place for the Community. To this effect the NDP cannot prevent
development but enables local input to help determine and shape within the Community.
An example of this from the drafted Droitwich Spa NDP is the Design Codes Policy
which was drawn up with technical assistance from AECOM professionals and the
Consultant, working with the Steering Group. The Local Civic Society played an active
role in providing input and detail for the Design Codes drafted NDP policy, through
their Steering Group representatives. Overall, the NDP status currently represents a
clear advantage for the town and future benefits with reassurance for the Community -
as the Unitary changes begin to emerge

Through the year, we have discussed a variety of large and small applications affecting
single houses, businesses, protected buildings, entire estates, the Droitwich Sports and
Leisure Centre and the Town Centre. I am pleased to have had the opportunity to lead
on and work towards a considered consultation opinion for all these proposals.

Councillor Sue Brazier
Chairman of the Planning Committee




