Droitwich Spa Toton Council

MINUTES of the meeting of the COMMUNITY AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE held at the Council Chamber,
St Richards House on Monday 7 April 2025 at 6.10 pm.

PRESENT:
Councillor Mrs C Bowden (Chairman)
Councillor EJ Bowden
Councillor DI Davidson
Councillor Mrs K Fellows
Councillor N Franks
Councillor RP Hopkins
Councillor RJ Morris

NON-MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillor S Brazier, GR Brookes, Mrs J Chaudry, J Grady & V Humpbhries.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Councillors M Brook, P Clements, G Duffy D James & AM Sinton.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

There were none received.

00000000

384. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were none received.

385. To confirm as a correct record the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 24 February 2025

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community & Amenities Committee held on 24
February 2025 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

386. Grants Appraisal Panel recommendations — To consider the recommendations arising from the Grants
Appraisal meeting scheduled for 2" April 2025. The recommendations were notified following the date of the
Appraisal meeting. The Town Clerk explained the recommended awards. By consensus from the Community &
Amenities Committee both recommendations were approved. Councillor N Franks commented that the
increased award recommended to the Community Food Pantry & Fridge was a very well deserving beneficiary
organisation serving local people [details as outlined on the Grants Schedule].

RESOLVED To award the two grants as outlined and recommended , both Under Statute 137 for the
expenditure incurred being , in the opinion of the Council , in the interests of the area and its inhabitants , and
as required by Local Government & Housing Act 1989 benefitting them in a manner commensurate with the
expenditure.

St Richards Canal Festival £1,000.00
Worcestershire Homeless Appeal & Droitwich Community Pantry and Fridge £2,000.00
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387. Droitwich Spa War Memorial Book - 1939 to 1945- Pursuant to Minute reference 339-2024/2025 of the
Committee Meeting held on the 24 February to update the following details —

That confirmation of death notices will be required for all of the 5 names that have been resolved to be added to
the Town Memorial. Currently only 3 are known as having been officially confirmed. Further approaches and
research will be necessary. To achieve the economies of scale and the necessity to seek any available funding
contribution through enquiries with the Imperial War Museum, - the actual inscription work will be held in
abeyance until these additional aspects have been fulfilled [for information].

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

388. Tree Maintenance - Spring Meadow / Door Step Green - To update that two adjacent neighbours have
requested for height and canopy reductions of nearby trees to be actioned by the Town Council. Both requests
are dated 26™ March 2025 and have been duly acknowledged. The reasons for the request are to mitigate against
overshadowing of their boundaries. Arrangements will be taken forwards with the Arboreal Contractor to
reasonably attend to both requests [for information].

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

389. Tree Maintenance- Land adjacent to Westwood Lodge Allotments Site- A significant overhanging tree has
been identified on adjacent land to the DSTC owned site which represents a potential danger to the allotments
and tenants. It is understood from the Arboreal Specialist contact that the cluster of trees has been condemned
in a previous safety report. Within the same cluster one tree was felled by a direct lightning strike in 2023
causing substantial damage to the surrounding infrastructure including a public footway, DSTC boundary
fencing and National Grid overhead network cables/poles. A written approach has been made to the suggested
contact land assets company to request their attention and response within duty of care and public safety
liabilities [Photo image showing cluster of trees and lean angle attached with Agenda for information]

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

390. Heritage Centre — To receive the attached summary update on the refurbishment project stages reached
[details attached with Agenda for information].The Clerk updated from the report.

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

391. VE DAY 80 Anniversary Thursday 8" May 2025- To receive a further verbal update on the arrangements
made. Amended version publicity poster attached with Agenda [for information].

The Clerk updated that a Memorial Service has been added for 11.00am at Victoria Square on the 8" May 2025
which will be presided over by representatives from the Church and local branch of the Royal British Legion. It
was updated that a delegation of visitors from the French twinning town of VVoiron are anticipated to join for the
Beacon Lighting ceremony in the evening. An approach has been received from the County Lieutenancy Office
to arrange a representative to attend for Droitwich Spa and the local MP has also confirmed for the Beacon
ceremony.

RESOLVED That the information be noted.
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392. Update on the Installation of Additional Dog Waste Bins —

> For Copcut Park adjacent the large pedestrian bridge at the intersection of Colford Walk a new bin and
service contract has been resolved by this Committee on 24 February 2025. The location is DSTC owned
land. The Service Provider has quoted £540.00 costs broken down as follows — (£350 bin purchase,
emptying contract per annum is £78.38, fitting £21.65 and 20% administration charges). To note that a
feasibility inspection had been stipulated by the Service Provider for the location. This was requested
immediately following the February resolution and was successfully achieved on 27 March 2025 with no
issues arising. A formal request for the installation as soon as practically possible has now been reaffirmed
with the Service Providers Contractor. This request originates from a referral by a local resident through
an approach to Councillor P Clements in late 2024.

» To consider an additional request for a new bin to be supplied and installed with the requisite servicing
contract for cleaning & emptying. The suggested location is understood to be on WCC Highways owned
verge/pavement land at the intersection of Newland Road and Primsland. Following a mandate to procced
this will need permission and feasibility from the land owner. All costs are as outlined for the Copcut Park
dog waste bin installation. This request has been referred through Councillor Sue Brazier following
approaches from residents.

The Clerk reminded Members that the contractual arrangements for the Service provision are commitments
for ongoing costs. This is important from a budget allocation perspective and also needs to be factored in for
the emerging unitary proposals. It was noted that some local peer Councils are cutting back and withdrawing
litter and dog waste bin infrastructure for the reason of funding challenges. However the two additional dog
waste bins outlined are good considerations for the town and will help improve areas currently adversely
affected by littering. Arrangements will be now taken forward with WDC and the Contract Service provider
to install both simultaneously.

RESOLVED That the information be noted. To procced as outlined with the second request to enable
simultaneous installation of both units. Cost provision as outlined from the quotation (per unit) of £540.00 costs
broken down as follows (£350 bin purchase, emptying contract per annum is £78.38, fitting £21.65 and 20%
administration charges).

393._Allotments — To update on various matters arising at the Town Council owned allotment sites over recent
weeks [all for information].

(@) New Chawson Lane - This location has encountered two incidents of commercial fly tipping on the access
route in the last month. These have been reported through to the Rural Policing Team whose jurisdiction extends
to the Town Council allotment sites. Both incidents have been dealt with — one through Town Council clearance
and one through specialist contracted removal due to the quantity and nature of the waste material. The latter was
a costed intervention of £106.00 net of VAT.

Additional maintenance has been carried out attending to pot holes and defects on the access track during March
2025 — following similar attention in August 2024.

(b) Westwood Lodge — The resolved position to demolish and dispose of the unsafe brick and wooden shed has
now been completed. This included the safety capping off of subterranean services for water and electricity. The
ground quality is unsuitable for cultivation and will be formed up as additional parking/hard standing. Work
continues on the rear boundary aspect of the land to replace and strengthen fencing which has again been damaged
through unauthorised trespass and access over winter months. The opportunity is being taken to clear and improve
the area to create additional usable space, define & strengthen the boundary and deter illegal tipping. It is
anticipated that a concreate composting slab and bays will be installed for the use of tenants and to support the
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environmentally responsible disposal of the contracted Municipal Planting. Consideration for additional allotment
plots is also being made.

(c) Copcut Park — One incident of fly tipping has been encountered in the past month and cleared by the Town
Council. The Horticultural Society have asked for their rented porta cabin in the DSTC Compound to be replaced
due to age, wear, insufficient size and water ingress/ rot. The Society are collaborating with the Council in order
to source and purchase a suitable container unit themselves. Feasibility including scope for access, sizing and
layout are all currently being considered liaising with Officers and contractors

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

394. Community Banking Hub- Working within the existing collaborative mandate with the Place Board for the
aspiration towards a Community Banking Hub in Droitwich Spa. To be advised that following the recent forward
announcement of branch closure by the last remaining Bank in Town (anticipated to be by March 2026) and
supported by the positive support evidence gathered from the Community Questionnaire responses, the LINK
Organisation have reconsidered and now authorised full support for a permanent location Banking Hub for the
Town. This service is facilitated through Cash Access UK will operate Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm by the
staff representing 5 or 6 main Banks. The facilities will be available to all personal and business banking
customers on a daily basis — irrespective of the hosting bank of the day. The Hub will also feature a new ATM
to support 24 hour cash access.

Cash Access UK are supporting a program of engagement for the Community and Businesses. The first of these
activities is a drop in event day on Friday 11" April 2025, which will feature a series of presentations on the hub
concept with Q and A at St Richards House. It is hoped that as many people and groups representative of the
local and wider rural Community, Businesses and all age demographics will join through the day . This date has
been chosen to coincide with the Charter Market. Members are asked to encourage constituents to be involved.
The Chairman of the Place Board and the Clerk have dialogue with the Cash Access UK Regional Manager for
the roll out. Options for a suitable premises in a centric location are currently being actively considered with the
Cash Access Property Team [A copy of the Cash Access UK — Welcome Pack for Banking Hubs was provided
with the Agenda for information]

The Clerk explained the position reached with the Banking Hub roll out and encouraged Members to attend and
publicise the first community engagement day with Cash Access UK, taking place on Friday 11" April.

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

395. Holocaust Memorial Day in Droitwich Spa January 2026- Pursuant to minute reference 347-2024/2025 of
the Committee Meeting held on 24" February 2025, to confirm that a meeting took place on 13" March
comprising the referrer, Cllr Mrs C Bowden (Chairman C & A), Clir GR Brookes (Chairman Resources) and
the Clerk. Support in principle from the Town Council for a Droitwich Spa Event anticipated to be during the
afternoon of Tuesday 27 January 2026 has been reaffirmed. By way of further assistance approaches have

been made by way of facilitating introductions to the Churches Together Council and High School Head. The
Organiser has been asked to provide his full outlined proposals to enable more informed consideration as to
the arrangements at a further delegation meeting — in due course [for information].

The Clerk explained the position reached and that a follow up approach was expected soon from the referrer
in order to update fully on the arrangements currently in hand.

RESOLVED That the information be noted.
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396. Weekly Charter Market — To confirm that the inaugural monthly Saturday Market takes place on 12" April
2025. The arrangement will follow the pattern of the second Saturday every month. The weekly Friday Charter
Market continues as normal throughout the year including on Good Friday 18" April [for information],

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

397. Summer Planting — The Summer planting is expected from early May through to October. Additional
preparation measures currently being taken forward include,

- The addition of wooden sleeper surrounds for the ornamental flower beds at Primsland Way — Spring
Meadow.

- Re-fixing and target hardening of bins at Spring Meadow which are currently subject to repeated ASB
and Vandalism.

- Load testing assessment of all hanging basket brackets used for the summer planting to the requisite 25
kg rating. This is important for Health and Safety and Insurance liability due diligence. Any defects or
corrosion aspects identified will be repaired and/or replaced.

- In collaboration with the Place Board to reconfigure and enhance Town Council planters at the junction
of Queens Street and the High Street, as well as the fitting of additional hanging baskets on the refurbished
facia of the Tower Hill building.

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

398. High School Exchange Visit — To update correspondence received notifying that students and staff from
the High Schools partnership school in India - Ramjas International, will be travelling to visit Droitwich Spa
from the 13" to the 20" May 2025 [email correspondence attached with Agenda for information].

The Clerk updated that a suggestion can be put forward to the High School to offer a hosted visit to the Town
Council and Heritage Centre, to be received by the Mayor for the visiting Schools itinerary as appropriate.

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

399. Calc Referral of New Worcestershire Wildlife Trust Biodiversity Project — To be notified of the attached
outline proposals introduced by Calc on behalf of Worcestershire Wildlife Trust to local stakeholder Parish and
Town Councils. The attached email overview was received on 25" March 2025 and recommends consideration
by Councils to register interest through the accompanying link within the narrative [details attached for
information with Agenda and a formal consideration towards registering an interest for Droitwich Spa Town
Council].

Councillor DI Davidson explained about the historic significance of the Forest of Feckenham to the Town and
especially the salt industry heritage. By consensus the project proposals were considered to be a very worthy
and advantageous scheme for the Town Council to be involved in and support.

RESOLVED To register interest for participation in working on the project for Droitwich Spa Town Council
through completion of the outlined link short form questionnaire at https://forms.office.com/eHnHt7z3903.

400. Community Litter Picking Signage- Pursuant to minute reference 349(a) - 2024/2025 of the Committee
Meeting held on 24 February 2025 - to update that the signs have been well received. A request for another
batch of signs to be produced has now been lodged for consideration. The first quantity was facilitated using
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https://forms.office.com/eHnHt7z3q03

WCC Divisional monies representative at £360 for 30 correx notices. There is currently no allocated DSTC
budget provision for 2025/2026 for these costs when considering scope and options by way of support.

RESOLVED To make arrangements to fund and produce a quantity of 30 additional notice boards costed at
£360.00.

401. Correspondence received from a Constituent, 21st March 2025. - To note correspondence received and
attached with the Agenda. The Town Council acknowledgement letter issued was also provided [written
correspondence attached with Agenda for information]

The Clerk explained that this correspondence has been addressed to all Councillors and for this reason has
been circulated to all DSTC Elected Members. The various matters referred to in the letter including planning,
boating services provision and the canals in general are not statutory responsibilities for the Town Council.
The outlined comments have been referred to peer agencies including Wychavon District Council and the
Canal & Rivers Trust for their own consideration for responses.

Councillor RJ Morris commented that the constituent who has originated the correspondence has also
approached him directly on similar matters.

RESOLVED That the information be noted

The meeting concluded at 6.40pm

Chairman of Committee
07 April 2025

Chairman of Council
14 April 2025
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