Droitwich Spa Toton Council

MINUTES of the Extra — ordinary meeting of Droitwich Spa Town Council held in the Council
Chamber at St Richards House on Monday 17 February 2025 at 6.00pm.

PRESENT:  Councillor AM Sinton (Mayor)
Councillor Mrs C Bowden
Councillor E Bowden
Councillor SJ Brazier
Councillor GR Brookes
Councillor P Clements
Councillor DI Davidson
Councillor GA Duffy
Councillor Mrs K Fellows
Councillor N Franks
Councillor J Grady
Councillor RP Hopkins
Councillor VP Humpbhries

NOTES

This Meeting was called in order to confer the Title of Honorary Freeman of the Town of Droitwich Spa upon
Rebecca Katharine Redfern MBE in recognition of Community representation and sporting achievements. In
particular the inspirational gold medal winning success at the Paris Summer Paralympic Games 2024. As
well as special recognition to be made for Rebecca’s fellow Team GB athlete and Brother Matthew Redfern
for his representation and competing at the Paris Summer Paralympic Games 2024.

This Meeting was not webcast or live streamed for the reason that the seating layout was Theatre style which
prohibited the recording process.

APOLOGIES for absence: Councillors Mrs JM Chaudry, R Deller & RJ Morris.
The Mayor was joined in presiding by Mr Charles Moyle — High Sheriff of Worcestershire.

Approximately 35 friends, family and invited guests of Rebecca and Matthew attended, as well
as press including representation from BBC Hereford & Worcestershire Radio for broadcast.

The Town Clerk announced the Mayor and High Sheriff asking those assembled to kindly be
upstanding. The Mayor made the following opening address for the occasion.

High Sheriff, Distinguished guests, Fellow Councillors, Ladies and Gentlemen

Firstly a very warm welcome to all of you for attending this special occasion in the history of our town. In
particular | should also like to welcome the personal guests and family of Rebecca and Matthew Redfern. You
have been instrumental in enabling them to achieve their swimming success. | know how much they
acknowledge the help and support you have always given them. They were very keen that you should be here to
this evening. | should like also to thank the High Sheriff of Worcestershire, Charles Moyle, for supporting
Droitwich Spa not only this evening but on several occasions during his year of office which is drawing to its
end. You have been keen to support charities throughout the county and will be particularly interested in the
Charity supported by the recipients of our award this evening.

Several of you have asked me what being a freeman means. Before moving to the formal part of the proceedings
here is a quick explanation about what it is all about. | could actually spend the whole evening on the fascinating
history of this subject both locally and nationally. The office of freeman stems from medieval times and its
derivation is quite convoluted and complex as it varied from town to town. It was always conferred
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on someone who was not the property of a feudal lord and money and own land enjoyed privileges such as the
right to earn money and own land. They were also the only people with the right to vote. This continued to be
true of Freemen for centuries which meant that in 1831 for instance only 28 men in Droitwich Spa could vote
from a population of 2500! Here in Droitwich Spa the freemen -or burgesses as they were also known in
medieval times- were men who owned at least a quarter share in one of the salt vats. At that time there were
only three routes open to becoming a freeman: inheritance, adoption or unanimous election by the existing
freemen. It was very much a closed shop.

In 1215 King John enacted a royal charter which leased the Crown's salt rights to the burgesses of Wich for an
annual payment of £100, a sum close to that collected by King John’s tax gatherers the previous year. In return,
King John handed over his salt interests and granted the town new privileges including the right to its own
council: self - government. This was a significant sum of money for King John as Worcester city was only
worth £30 pa and Hereford city £40 pa. Bear in mind £100 would equate to more than £100000 today.
Amazingly the fee remained at £100 for 479 years!

After the Royal Charter was granted the town’s freemen must have been overwhelmed with joy. They could
now get organised and become rich. They even changed the name of the town from Wich to Droitwich (Royal

Salt place). Well they probably did get organised, but they did not get rich! For the next hundred years, they
often found it difficult to pay the crown £100 each year to the extent some were put in prison for not paying the
annual fee. Other things also went wrong. In 1248 the town asked the bishop of Chichester to come back to the
place where he was born and bless the largest well — the Upwich pit — which had stopped flowing. This he did,
which was one of the many miracles that made him Saint Richard de Wyche. In 1290 the whole town burnt to
the ground except for the walls of St Andrew’s church. Mind you things did improve massively from the 14%
century onwards when Droitwich became a thriving salt town for hundreds of years.

Fortunately for you Rebecca the honour we are about to confer on you this evening has no risk to you in terms
of potential imprisonment. Neither will you have to take arms on behalf of the mayor if requested as was the
custom in some towns. Conversely some of the perks of the title such as not having to pay tolls or even
privileges such as in the case of London being able to drive your sheep across Westminster Bridge will not be
available to you either. You will still have to pay Council Tax as well!

However the title of Honorary Freeman is the highest honour a town can give to one of its residents. Tonight’s
ceremony is a result of The Honorary Freedom of Boroughs Act 1885 which was an Act of the Parliament of
the United Kingdom that gave the councils of municipal boroughs and towns in England and Wales the power
to award the title of honorary freeman to "persons of distinction and any persons who have rendered eminent
services to the borough or town.” In September 2024 Droitwich Spa Town Council unanimously agreed that you
were such a person and a richly deserved recipient of the award.

So it is | complete my short history lesson and have great pleasure in declaring the Extraordinary General
Meeting of Droitwich Spa Town Council open......

330. < HONORARY FREEMAN <>

Through the Mayor- Councillor George Duffy proposed:-
“That the Town Mayor and Elected Councillors of the Town of Droitwich Spa, acting
for the Town Council, do hereby admit Rebecca Katharine Redfern MBE to be an
Honorary Freeman of the Town of Droitwich Spa in recognition of representing the
Community and Sporting achievements. In particular the inspirational gold medal
winning success at the Paris Summer Paralympic Games 2024.

Councillor G Duffy spoke in support of the motion

Itis a great pleasure to have our Town Council joined by the High Sheriff of Worcestershire to help convey pride
and congratulations to a blossoming hero.

The Title of Honorary Freeman is a recognition of the service a person has given to the public, recognition from
a town of the value that person beings to society. In this instance recognition of the extraordinary ways that
Rebecca Redfern has represented her town and country, creating aspiration Droitwich Spa residents.

Following her own aspirations, Rebecca has shown determination in her swimming career and been an excellent
example of how far dedication to physical excellence can take a person in both achievement and geography. | am
very proud to say that | share her love of the water that started in the Droitwich Leisure Centre for us both alongside
a love of the community, the other reason for which we celebrate Rebecca today is her work with Sight Concern
Worcester where she inspires other to push past barriers and help others.

It is for these reasons it is my joy to propose
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The Mayor called for the Motion to be seconded - Councillor GR Brookes spoke in support of
the motion and seconded.

High Sheriff of Worcestershire, Mayor of Droitwich Spa, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

It is my great privilege to take part in this ceremony to confer the honorary freedom of our town upon Rebecca
Redfern, an outstanding athlete and inspiration to many.

Rebecca’s achievements in the pool are truly remarkable. As a Paralympic swimmer, she has represented our
country with immense dedication, winning medals on the world stage and demonstrating extraordinary resilience,
skill, and determination. Her success at the Paralympic Games, World Championships, and European
Championships, and competing at the Commonwealth Games, has brought pride not only to her sport but also to
our town.

It was at Droitwich Dolphins Swimming Club that she honed her skills, demonstrating the determination and
talent that would later take her to the world stage.

Beyond her athletic accomplishments, Rebecca’s commitment to supporting others is equally commendable. As
a patron of Sight Concern Worcester, she plays a vital role in advocating for people with visual impairments,
offering inspiration and encouragement to those facing similar challenges.

Tonight, we recognise not just her sporting excellence, but also her contributions to the wider community. She
embodies the values of perseverance, humility, and service—qualities that make her a truly deserving recipient of
this honour.

Rebecca, on behalf of our town, | am pleased to second this motion to bestow upon you the honorary freedom of
Droitwich Spa. We thank you for your achievements, your dedication, and the example you set for us all.

Councillor RP Hopkins as Leader of the Liberal Democrats Group expressed the support of the
Opposition Group for the motion as well as adding words of commendation towards Rebecca’s
sporting and community orientated achievements.

The Mayor moved the adoption of the formal Motion conferring the Honorary Freeman status
upon Rebecca Katharine Redfern MBE.

RESOLVED From Elected Members present to unanimously resolve,

That the Town Mayor and Elected Councillors of the Town of Droitwich Spa, acting for
the Town Council, do hereby admit Rebecca Katharine Redfern MBE to be an Honorary
Freeman of the Town of Droitwich Spa in recognition of representing the Community
and Sporting achievements. In particular the inspirational gold medal winning success at
the Paris Summer Paralympic Games 2024.

The Town Clerk administered the Freemans Oath, which was taken and duly sworn by Rebecca
Katharine Redfern MBE‘s affirmation before those assembled persons.

Rebecca Katharine Redfern MBE (Honorary Freeman) signed a copy of the oath, witnessed by
the Town Clerk.

The Mayor presented Rebecca with the Honorary Freeman jewel, an illuminated Certificate of
Admission as an Honorary Freeman of the Town of Droitwich Spa and then offered
congratulations on behalf of the Council and people of the Town. This was followed by
resounding applause from all persons assembled.

Rebecca Katharine Redfern MBE replied thanking all present for attending, as well as all
Elected Members of the Town Council for the honour and the privilege of having been awarded
the Title of Freeman of the Town.

331. Special recognition to be made for Rebecca’s fellow Team GB athlete and Brother
Matthew Redfern for his representation and competing at the Paris Summer
Paralympic Games 2024.
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The Mayor introduced the High Sheriff and asked him to kindly speak in support of the special
recognition for Matthew Redfern. The High Sheriff received Matthew at the front of the
meeting and commended him on his sporting achievements. His words included the following
sentiments expressed on behalf of Matthew’s family,

Like his siblings, Matthew learned to swim at Droitwich and was an enthusiastic team member for the Dolphins
and still currently trains with Worcester Swimming Club. He was diagnosed with Retinitis Pimentos’ at 17 years
of age which spurred him on to follow his sister into Para swimming but full time work as a Senior Operations
Analyst after university left limited time to train, so he retired from competing to focus on his work, quizzing,
the gym and his football loves of Kidderminster Harriers and Liverpool. But a request from British Swimming
to come out of retirement in 2022 gave him a renewed focus to contribute to the project of Great Britain’s
visually impaired relays where he won a World Championship bronze medal for the mixed 49point relay in
Madeira. Matthew was then included in the GB Paralympics team for Paris 2024 where he had an amazing time.
He swam an individual breaststroke race and joined his sister in the VI relay final achieving a fantastic 4™ place,
knocking 4 seconds off the British record. He now has the Paralympic bug and, although he is still enjoying his
swimming, Matthew is keen to sit atop the water and try his hand at Para Rowing. So watch this space for LA
2028!

The High Sheriff presented a Certificate in special recognition of Matthew’s representation and
competing as part of Team GB at the Paris Summer Paralympic Games 2024. This was
followed by resounding applause from all persons assembled.

The Mayor closed the Meeting and invited all persons present to join for refreshments where
the opportunity was given to extend congratulations to the new Honorary Freeman, to Matthew
and to their Family.

The Meeting Closed at 6.35 pm

Chairman of Council ----------------------
14 April 2025
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