Droitwich Spa Toton Council

MINUTES of the meeting of Droitwich Spa Town Council held in the Council Chamber at St
Richards House on Monday 20 January 2025 at 6.00pm.

PRESENT:  Councillor AM Sinton (Mayor)
Councillor Mrs C Bowden
Councillor E Bowden
Councillor SJ Brazier
Councillor M Brook
Councillor GR Brookes
Councillor JM Chaudry
Councillor P Clements
Councillor DI Davidson
Councillor GA Duffy
Councillor N Franks
Councillor J Grady
Councillor RP Hopkins
Councillor VP Humphries
Councillor RJ Morris

NOTES

(1) Webcasting Members of the Council are reminded that meetings of the Council are Webcast on the
Internet and will be stored electronically and accessible through the Council's Website. Members of the public
are informed that if they attend this meeting their images and speech may be captured by the recording
equipment used for the Webcast and may also be stored electronically and accessible through the Council's
Website.

(2) This Meeting will be webcast and live streamed on the Internet. It is anticipated that all Full Council and
Committee Meetings will be live streamed from June 2023 onwards.

APOLOGIES for absence: Councillors R Deller, Mrs K Fellows & D James.

Prior to the Start of the Meeting there was fifteen minutes time allowable for any pre- notified
public participation questions or statements.

The start of the Full Council Meeting was preceded by Prayers and Reflection led by the
Mayoral Chaplain — Reverend Laura Handy.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS SESSION
None received

303. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
None received

304. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL HELD ON 16 DECEMBER 2024

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 16 December
2024 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the
Chairman.
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305. MAYORS ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chairman updated the following report.

Mayor’s Announcements- 201" JANUARY 2025

Firstly I welcome everyone to our first meeting of 2025. It is particularly good to see CllIr
Davidson back with us after his recent illness.

The last major event | attended as Mayor in 2024 was the Christmas Meal for the Heritage
Centre volunteers held at the Castle on 19" December. All 35 volunteers attended this
successful event which was a delightful way of thanking them for their efforts. In particular it
was a pleasure to make a presentation to Jill Braithwaite to celebrate her 40 years as a
volunteer. This was quite an achievement.

2025 has started quietly in terms of mayoral events but | have been involved in important
developments in a number of areas. Several of these will be addressed in the remainder of the
meeting.

Upcoming events include the dementia awareness event on 29" January organised by the
CVS and the Honorary Freeman Ceremony for Rebecca Redfern planned for 17th February
which includes recognition for Matthew, her younger brother. | hope as many of you as
possible will be able to attend the Freeman event.

2025 promises to be an exciting year for the town with many projects and events in the
pipeline. As always | thank the Council staff in the Office and the Heritage Centre for the
hard work they have already done towards ensuring the success of these initiatives.

RESOLVED That the information be noted

306. POLICING IN DROITWICH SPA

The Chairman welcomed PC Sarah Clarke representing the Droitwich Town Centre section of
the SNT to the Meeting. To receive a report on policing matters in Droitwich Spa. The report
had been provided to the Clerk in the form of an email and circulated to all DSTC Elected
Members in advance of the meeting earlier in the day [for information].It was explained that
the email report was a special measure over and above the usual quarterly SNT reporting
format. This was for the reason that the latest Quarterly Report had been provided at the
December 2024 Full Council meeting. The email summary had been prepared in response to
Elected Members raising questions on behalf of constituents following various local crime
incidents over the Christmas and New Year period. It was emphasised that the Email summary
was private & confidential for Elected Members information only. This is for the reason that
the details contain specific information which relates to incidents and some ongoing Police
investigations. Sarah explained that she would not be able to comment further on the details of
cases or disclose information over the status of any live investigations.

PC Clarke summarised the following points in general taken from her report. Regarding vehicle
and motor bike thefts there had been three recent arrests, including one connected for the
handling of stolen goods. Following a warrant carried out in Worcester 2 stolen motorbikes
from Droitwich Spa had been successfully recovered. Community Protection Orders had been
issued to 2 adults and 2 children in relation to anti- social behaviours within the area of the
Westlands Estate. Incidents of violence for the Christmas and New Year period had been very
low. Of the 4 incidents recorded locally none of these were categorised as cases of domestic
violence. This is considered encouraging as in some other years domestic violence has
increased during the Festive and holidays period.
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Any Questions were then taken from the Elected Members.

Councillor DI Davidson clarified about the CPO/ Community Protection Order abbreviation
and asked whether a glossary of the various abbreviated terms can be included for reference
within the Police Updates and Reports. He also encouraged all Elected Members to use the
SNT- Neighbourhood Matters and Police messaging services. Sarah confirmed that the media
and messaging service provided a lot of useful information including crime prevention advice,
victims support, appeals information and regular local Policing updates.

In general discussion opinion was expressed that social media platforms were often badly
informed and had a tendency to express unfair criticism and unhelpful judgement towards the
Police work. Recently such social media posting had attracted wider attention to Droitwich Spa
from persons outside the area intent on committing crime. An example being the warrant and
resultant recovery of stolen motorbikes originating from Droitwich Spa at premises in
Worcester.

Councillor GR Brookes commented on a recent incident whereby drones had been reported
flying in the vicinity of the Lido Park. Sarah explained that drone flying in areas of public open
space should be reported, although the legalities can be complicated and are determined by the
size and specification of the apparatus.

Councillor n Franks enquired whether the Police will assist with provision of Community
CCTV and mobile cameras to deploy at various hotspot locations. Sarah explained that there
was some existing town Centre fixed CCTV and options for some limited mobile coverage
which is available through Wychavon District Council. This is somewhat limited in availability
and would need to be considered through WDC through ranked priority criteria case by case.
The Police are constrained by funding challenges but would consider collaboration with other
Agencies if the opportunity arose for more CCTV initiatives. Councillor RJ Morris confirmed
that some CCTV options are available through the Wychavon Community Safety Officer
which is based through the Malvern Hills District Council part of the operations. Councillor
GA Duffy mentioned the Police Rural Crime Officer partnership which covers the surrounding
area and has some options avaible for CCTV covering wild life and environmental crime-
including fly tipping.

Councillor S Brazier clarified about the quarterly SNT reports going forwards and asked
whether the split of Ward Information can be retained. This is helpful for Councillors to
interpret incidents and trends on an individual ward basis.

The Chairman thanked Sarah for attending and for her contribution to the meeting.

RESOLVED That the information be noted

307._ HIGH SCHOOL - To receive an update from the Senior Students Team at Droitwich Spa
High School [if appropriate]

Student - Bea represented and reported on the following,

That 2024/2025 had seen Mrs Evans join as the New Head of Sixth Form. During October the
Annual Charities Week had raised a phenomenal and record breaking £9K. The nominated
charities including Cancer Research UK and the Partner School in Kenya, with others. This had
been achieved without direct support from any financial institutions. Leading up to Christmas
869 items had been collected and donated to the local Food Bank by the High School students.

Also within the spirit of thanksgiving hampers had been presented to local Care Homes and
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raffled off. The High School had fielded two quiz teams for a competition taking place in
Birmingham. This had successfully helped raise £1500 towards school funds which was being
used to purchase a replacement microwave and coffee making machine for the Sixth Form
students. This helps support students catering for themselves on the school premises.

Head Teacher Mr Jon Brook had relayed through Bea that the Willow Court Farmhouse
refurbishment project on land near to the school was nearing completion. Also one Year Eleven
student had recently completed a Formula 1 programme and managed to secure a Professional
Team Placement for the next competition season. Year Eleven work placements were also
restarting for the Year 2025.

The Chairman thanked Bea for her informative report including a round of applause from all
Elected Members and persons present. The Chairman asked that the Clerk write and express
appreciation to Mr Jon Brook — Head Teacher.

Councillor DI Davidson suggested that the Town Council collaborate on a regular quiz venture
with the High School. Councillor N Franks supported the idea and offered his input to be
involved with this and the Charities Week. Councillor M Brook and the Chairman suggested that
the charities enterprise could develop into wider community events with business engagement,
possibly through the Place Board.

The Chairman asked Bea to comment on the Police Report and particularly the ASB matters
from the perspective of a young person in the Community.

RESOLVED That the information be noted

308. YOUTH COUNCIL — To receive an update from the Youth Council [if appropriate]. Mrs
Maisie Truman and Councillor RJ Morris updated on the following Youth Council initiatives.

The organised trip for Students to the Enviro Sort Recycling facility in late 2024 had been very
successful and well received. An interesting statistic was that the UK expends 227K equivalent
miles on average for Christmas wrapping paper every year which is proportionately a greater
distance than to the moon. Prior to Christmas. “Thank You’packs had been arranged to 17
different Agencies and Organisations including voluntary sector, emergency services and heath
care. These comprised individual letters of appreciation from the students to the recipients within
the spirit of community and thanksgiving.

Set dates have been arranged for the remaining 2024/2025 Academic Year School Pyramid
meetings. The meetings and outline agendas are scheduled from 9am to 11am on the following
dates mainly at the High School.

> 4" February - How to use and implement the learnings and information derived from the
Enviro Sort site visit from late 2024.

3" March — A planned visit to the Wychavon Civic Centre at Pershore to participate in
budgeting, engagement and Q & A.

30" April — Ruby Tuesday Session to write letters. Likely to focus on Care Homes in the
Community.

24" June — Plans for the future and initiatives later in the calendar year — for example
Charities Week 2025/2026 for the autumn term.

In addition on 26" February High School Head Teacher Mr Jon Brook will accompany Youth
Council representatives to Wychavon District Council at Pershore to present the Community
Petition calling for consideration towards a new Town Centre Youth Club facility in
Droitwich Spa.

vV VvV VYV V¥V
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Special mention was made towards the Teen Awards that had been supported by the Town
Council during the past two years. It is hoped to arrange similar for 2025 during April.

Councillor RJ Morris specially commended Maisie for her dedication and sterling work in taking
forward the Youth Council arrangements and School’s Pyramid concept. In context in just over
1 year a lot has been achieved. This includes full participation and 4/5 representatives from all
local schools including First / Primary, Middle and the High School.

The Chairman expressed interest in joining the aforementioned Youth Council Meetings as the
year proceeds.

RESOLVED That the information be noted

309. OLYMPIC & PARALYMPIC GAMES — PARIS, SUMMER 2024.

Pursuant to Draft Minute reference 168/2024-2025 of the Meeting of Full Council on 23"
September which unanimously resolved to confer Honorary Freeman status for swimming
gold medal winners Matt Richards & Rebecca Redfern. To confirm that arrangements are
progressing for a Ceremony and Civic Reception to be held on Monday evening 17"
February 2024 at the Community Hall. This date will most likely confer the Honorary Title
for Rebecca and recognise her younger brother Matthew and Jade Shekells for their Team
GB representations last summer. A separate ceremony will be required later in the year for
the Honorary Freeman Title for Matt Richards due to his availability and sporting
obligations. Full confirmation of dates will be provided in due course.

For information: The Council can bestow these honorary titles in recognition of
distinguished contribution to civic life. On 12 January 2010 the Local Democracy,
Economic Development and Construction Act 2009 came into being which amended the
provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 thereby enabling all local councils to confer
honorary titles. These are conferred in accordance with Section 249 the Local Government
Act 1972 (As Amended) and therefore will be by resolution of the Council, supported by
two-thirds of those voting. The Council’s adopted Protocol for such Appointments advises
that these honours are to be given infrequently as many people provide good service both
to the town and to the Council, they should be given to reward exceptional service.

The Town Clerk updated the arrangements for the 17" February 2025 ceremony and
reception to take place at St Richards House. This is most likely to be for Rebecca and
Matthew Redfern with separate arrangements to be made for Matt Richards and Jade
Shekells later in the year. Alternative dates are necessary due to their sporting commitments
overseas.

RESOLVED That the information be noted

310. COUNCIL ESTIMATES & PRECEPT 2025/2026
Full Report and Financial Papers previously attached with Agendas for Community &
Amenities Committee and Resources Committee on 13 January 2025. To receive and
consider the following:
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(@) The recommendations of the Community and Amenities Committee upon the
estimates pertinent to budgets within the control of that Committee [see Draft Minute
297/2024-2025 of Community and Amenities Committee 13 January 2025]

(b) The recommendations of the Resources Committee for the setting of estimates for
the financial year 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026 and to set the precept request [see
Draft Minute No’s 300 & 301 of Resources Committee 13 January 2025]

The Town Clerk explained the two sections as recommended from the Community &
Amenities and Resources Committee Meetings held on 13" January 2025.
There were no questions presented.

RESOLVED

(a) For the Community & Amenities Committee aspect —

(1).That the grants budget (Section 137 grants and sponsorship) be set at £5,000.00 as detailed
in the Estimates to enable reasonable financial assistance for Community Groups, Festivals
and events. To be referred to the Grants Appraisal sub- Committee for scrutiny and
consideration, with onward recommendation to the parent Community & Amenities
Committee for final approval. To maintain the special caveat to increase the annual available
fund to £7,500.00 should the need arise for further scope from applications received.

(2).That no change is made to the charges, fees, commissions and rentals set for the period
2025/2026.

(b) For the Resources Committee aspect including the precept overall -

1. That the attached estimates be approved by Council for 2025/2026
without any amendments as presented.

2. That the approved Budget Requirement submission to Wychavon

District Council includes the outlined precept and tax base

calculation that is a Band D property level of £47.21 for 2025/26

representing a percentage increase of 1.99% (increase of 0.92 pence

for the year)

That no changes be made to the Fees and Charges for 2025/2026.

That the Grants Budget (S137 Grants and Sponsorship) be set at

£5,000 in line with prior year and as detailed in the Estimates to

enable financial assistance for Festivals and Events to be referred to
the Grants Appraisal Panel for scrutiny and consideration, with
onward recommendation to Community & Amenities Committee.

5. That there be no maximum threshold of grant allocation applicable
to the Grants Appraisal Panel recommendations. Guideline of
recommendations from £500 to £1K is maintained.

6. That the Resources Committee recommendation is fully approved
by Council to request a requirement of £446,119 comprising
£410,000.00 in precept and a precept support grant element of
£36,119.

Hw
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311. To receive and consider the Minutes of the under-mentioned meetings:-

1. Planning Committee — 13" January 2025 [circulated with Agenda ]

2. Community & Amenities Committee — 13" January 2025 [circulated with
Agenda ]

3. Resources Committee 13" January 2025 — [circulated with Agenda]

RESOLVED To accept the minutes of the aforementioned Committee Meetings on block
proposal.

312. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS- To receive reports on County Council matters [if
appropriate]

Councillor GR Brookes updated on the Unitary Council proposals for Worcestershire described
as the Devolution and Local Government Reform for Worcestershire. A prepared hand out was
provided for all Elected Members present comprising copies of an expression of interest letter
to the Minister of State for Local Government and English Devolution originated from
Councillor Simon Geraghty (Leader) and Mr Paul Robinson (Chief Executive) both of
Worcestershire County Council, a similar letter originated by Councillor Chris Day — Leader
of Wychavon District Council and a general update paper from Councillor Geraghty (WCC).

Councillor Brookes explained that this was the first significant reform of local government for
50 years and was a directive through Central Government. The early impact is likely to
postpone the County Council local elections that were scheduled in May 2025. The rationale
being that an ambitious timescale is set by Central Government for the formation of a new
Worcestershire Shadow Council by May 2026. Thereafter the existing District Level Councils
would cease to exist during 2027. Postponement of the 2025 County Council Elections will
represent a cost saving and enable work to proceed on the new Shadow Council arrangements.
Change will affect Town and Parish Councils and more information will be available in due
course.

Councillor N Franks expressed disappointment in the Central Government proposals for
Devolution and Local Government Reform. He raised concern whether the aforementioned
letters expressing interest had mandates of approval to proceed.

Councillor RJ Morris acknowledged that there were many concerns particularly on potentially
less local influence. He explained that the letters had been sent in response to invitations issued
from Central Government to all affected Councils in late 2024. There was a short window of
response that expired on 12" January 2025 calling for expressions of interest for inclusion
within the phased first tranche of the nationwide devolution process. To this effect the
aforementioned letters had been originated by the Leaders of both WCC and WDC to express
interest only, which does not require a referendum. It was commented that the devolution
process will go ahead and there is no negotiable aspect for the reason that it is a Central
Government Directive. In general discussion this was accepted although many concerns prevail
as to the process and impact at local level. Similarly there is much speculation and uncertainty
towards the landscape in transition to a Unitary Council for Worcestershire. Councillor Morris
explained that there are benefits from participating in the first tranche of change as a front
runner Unitary Council , for example the deferment of the May 2025 County Council elections
represents a projected fiscal saving of approximately £500K.

Councillor GA Duffy expressed shared sentiment towards the expressions of interest in
principle responses originated by WCC and WDC. He also acknowledged that there was
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justified uncertainty as well as potential opportunity for additional powers and responsibilities
to be passed down to local Parish and Town Councils within their operational mandate.
Additional Unitary points commented on included an acceptance that the existing Planning
System would be subject to changes and the priority remains to achieve the best outcome for
constituents and local community living.

The Town Clerk updated that in order to support DSTC engaging in the process for the
proposed reforms, CALC had arranged a series of Officers briefings through their CEO, who
has first-hand experience in the changes from the North East and Buckinghamshire. The DSTC
Officer team will all attend the Wychavon briefing for Town and Parish Councils on 4™
February which is conducive towards helping to interpret the changes and impact at an early
stage. To this effect The Clerk suggested that the Town Council can consider a formal corporate
expression and opinion itself in due course. This would be best placed when more details are
available for informed consideration of the factual changes to be expected locally. The Clerk
added that an extra- ordinary meeting of the Full Council is anticipated to be required in order
to formally ratify the Regulation 14 progression stage for the Neighbourhood Development
Plan project. As recently updated this will most likely follow completion of the full
Environmental Screening of the draft NDP through Wychavon, which is expected before April.
This extra- ordinary meeting may also provide a suitable platform and opportunity for the Town
Council to consider an official statement and intentions towards the emerging unitary proposals
for Worcestershire.

Councillor Morris than updated the following information on other WCC matters,
1. County Budget:

The County council is facing a £33.6m funding gap the Council is to ask the government for
a "capitalisation direction"

The Council is facing "relentless demand and cost pressures" in three key areas — children's
social care placements, home to school travel and adult social care, with increasing demand
and limited supply so rising costs. These are issues suffered by all upper tier authorities and
are statutory responsibilities. The recent budget living wage increases and national insurance
contributions are adding to this.

If financial support is approved by government ministers, the county council would receive a
"capitalisation" direction — described by the Institute for Government, external as a move
that allows them to sell assets or borrow to fund day-to-day costs. Nineteen councils across
England secured such support in 2024-25 and many more are expected to come forward
this year. A capitalisation direction (CD) is a financial support tool that allows local
authorities to treat some revenue costs as capital costs. This is also known as "exceptional
financial support".

Added to these issues the County have received one of the lowest government settlements
this year.as the government focused their support on metropolitan areas.

2. County Hall:

Worcestershire's County Hall building has been completely shut since legionella bacteria
was found in June after Reinforced autoclaved aerated concrete (RAAC) was found and
access to areas of the building were restricted. RAAC s a lightweight material that was used
mostly in flat roofing, but also in floors and walls, between the 1950s and 1990s. . Parts of
County Hall have been closed since September 2023, after the potentially dangerous
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concrete was found. But, after exploratory work concluded the repairs would be

"significantly" more expensive

The Council will not be operating from County Hall in terms of our operational headquarters

in the future. Simon Garaghty, Council Leader said: ‘we won't be looking to go back into

County Hall, Cabinet will have to make a decision as to what we do in the future... we need
to review its future use, probably for disposal or for an alternative use,"

3. Divisional Spend: Currently allocated as follows

4. Fund

Droitwich Spa Business Association
Support of the setup of the group and help
establish membership through a website, social
media and leaflets

o288 DROITWICH SPA —
BUSINESS

Welcome to
DSBA

Rik Mayall Comedy Festival
Funding to support the Rik Mayall Comedy
Festival starting 31 May 2025 to 7" June

THE —=x ;

RiK IManl b 1‘

COMEDY FESTIVAL

DROITWICH SPA, WORCS.

Food & Drink Festival
Contribution to the Droitwich food and drink
festival promoting less waste of food

Droitwich Action for Future Youth (DAFFY)
Provision of activities for 13-19 years olds such
as gardening experiences to tidy the

centre. DAFFY runs 2 nights through the year at
The Westlands Centre giving important support to
teenagers.

Westlands Residents Association

Purchase of bench to sit on from the shop in the
centre of Westlands and Community

Centre. Platform Housing have agreed with the
residents to site and secure the bench

Droitwich Spa High School inclusion centre
Contribution to a fithess centre at the Droitwich
High School Inclusion Centre.

Actual
Amount

£1,000.00

£2,000.00

£500.00

£1,000.00

£500.00

£500.00
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£1,000.00

Salt Fest

Support Saltfest with an outdoor cinema in a

Marquee

Sight Concern Worcestershire ' £500.00
Support of the charity's wellbeing activities which (@,

provide opportunities for peer support and reduce 3 =

isolation. sl h

concern

rcestershiire

Worcestershire County Council Highways
Material costs for the installation of low level

wooden fencing to prevent parking on grass

verge fronting Westacre School

£3,000.00

5. Other Areas to update:

- Westlands roundabout pedestrian crossing now open.

RESOLVED That the information be noted.

313. DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS — To receive reports on District Council matters [if
appropriate]
Councillor G Duffy updated that the Wychavon District Residents Survey results for 2024
had now been published. The statistics were compiled from 1458 resident’s responses and for
the majority of categories scored very positively. General comments were made on various
scores and Planning & Enforcement Control Services were noted as receiving less favourable
opinion and rankings this time within the survey. The number of responses was commented
on as being disproportionate to the number of inhabitants of the Wychavon area, which is
currently recorded as being 133,100 residents. Full details attached.

Councillor S Brazier raised questions regarding progress and updates for the former Raven
Hotel site and building development. It was noted that the building exterior and security was
now better protected by the scaffolding and screening erected in December 2024. This had
improved the situation with regard to unauthorised entry, damage and trespass issues.
Concern was expressed regarding the lack of any tangible development progress. Councillor
Duffy explained that the delays had been referred to the WDC Planning Department which is
engaged with taking these matters forward with the site owners and developers. Councillor
Morris added that temporary street lighting was being added to the scaffolding and facade
cordon in St Andrews Street to improve visibility, security and public safety.

Within District Council business matters Councillor N Franks commented that he had
participated in a recent residents walk at night in the Town Centre area. He had reported and
raised that street lighting in Gurneys Lane and Salt Barrow Market needed to be improved
through WDC. Councillor Franks updated that he had participated in a recent working group
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meeting at WDC with regard to the proposed new splash play area designs for the area of
Lido Park adjacent to the tennis courts. Considerations were being made to include
accessibility for all and mobility assistance measures. The recommended design featured a
silhouetted water structure depicting the Chateaux Impney & Raven buildings on reverse
sides. It was updated that a new metal statue was being installed at the Vines Park.

For District matters Councillor RJ Morris added that the car parking ticket machines at the
Morrison’s Super Market were currently subject to repairs. This is due to vandalism incidents
and problems connecting to broadband for the equipment. In the meantime the car parking
tariff is suspended in place of free car parking whilst the works are carried out. The Chairman
commented that the Waitrose store public car park was also temporarily free of charge until
early February when the tariff should resume.

RESOLVED That the information be noted

314. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT [lists attached with Agenda ]

Creditor Payments were presented to the Council totalling £1,131.48.
(Total expenditure = £1,131.48). There were no questions arising.

RESOLVED That the statement of accounts for payment be received and the
expenditure of £1,131.48 be approved and duly passed for payment.
(Total expenditure = £1,131.48).

315. To consider the exclusion of the Public and Press by passing the following motion:

That the press and public be now excluded from the meeting under the provision of the
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by virtue of the confidential nature of
the business about to be transacted which involves financial and legal matters.

RESOLVED That the press and public be now excluded from the meeting under the
provision of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by virtue of the
confidential nature of the business about to be transacted which involves financial and
legal matters.

316. Heritage Centre Community L egacy- Design Procurement and Draft Contract — Pursuant
to minute reference 215/2024-2025 of the Resources Committee meeting held on 2™
December 2024, to award the Design Contract for the Droitwich Spa Heritage &
Information Centre Refurbishment project as recommended, following the Procurement
Evaluation & Scoring delegation of the 9" October 2024. Final contract terms to be ratified
through Full Council as presented [drafted agreement with specification attached for final
approval]

The Town Clerk explained the contract and there were no questions raised.

RESOLVED To accept the contract for the Design aspect of the Droitwich Spa Heritage
& Information Centre Refurbishment project as recommended, following the Procurement
Evaluation & Scoring delegation of the 9" October 2024. Pursuant to minute reference
215/2024-2025 of the Resources Committee meeting held on 2" December 2024.
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317. Mayoral Charity Arrangements 2023/2024 - Private & Confidential update from
second Internal Auditors Report and final position reached on 30" December 2024 —
[Details attached for information to all DSTC Elected Members with agenda pack].

The Town Clerk referenced that this was the final position reached as outlined in the summary
report. Councillor M Brook asked whether the matter will be followed up for referral through
the HMRC. The Clerk explained that the whole matter will be scrutinised through the External
Auditors as part of the Year End and reporting processes for full transparency in April. It was
added that this may be subject to financial penalties due to the additional work involved for
further reporting of the circumstances and the interventions made. Additional budget had been
set aside in the 2025/2026 Town Council financial provision in anticipation for this eventuality.

RESOLVED That the information be noted

The Meeting Closed at 7.38 pm

Chairman of Council ----------------------
14 April 2025
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