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RULES AS TO ALLOTMENT GARDENS

INTERPRETATION OF TERMS

1.    Throughout the Rules the expression ‘the Council’ means the Droitwich Spa Town Council and includes any Committee of the Council or any Allotment Managers appointed by the Council under the Allotments Act 1908 to 1950 (as amended).

DEFINITION OF THE PERSONS ELIGIBLE TO BE TENANTS OF THE ALLOTMENT GARDENS

2.
Any man or woman, who at the time of application to the Council for an allotment garden is resident in the Town of Droitwich Spa, shall be eligible to become a tenant of an allotment garden.


Tenants shall reside within the Town of Droitwich Spa during the continuance of the tenancy.


Tenants shall be required to maintain membership of the Droitwich Spa Allotments Association during the continuance of the tenancy.

RULES AS TO THE LETTING OF THE ALLOTMENT GARDENS AND FOR

PREVENTING ANY UNDUE PREFERENCE IN THE LETTING THEREOF

3.
Every application for an allotment shall be delivered to the Town Clerk who shall enter particulars of the application in a register to be provided for the purpose.  (Application forms are available from the Town Clerk’s Office).  This register will be kept in accordance with such stipulations for application as set out on the application form.
In letting an allotment garden for which there are two or more applicants eligible to become tenants and likely to keep the allotment garden in a proper state of cultivation, the allotment garden shall be let to the applicant whose name appears first on the list in the Council’s register.

AGREEMENTS FOR LETTING ALLOTMENT GARDENS

4.
An agreement for the letting of an allotment garden to an applicant shall be signed by the applicant and by the Town Clerk on behalf of the Council.  A copy of the form of agreement may be viewed at the Town Clerk’s Office.  Thereafter, a copy of the annual agreement will be sent to each Tenant yearly.  
TRANSFER AND EXCHANGES

5.
Any tenant seeking to exchange allotment gardens with another tenant, shall notify the Town Clerk’s Office.  Exchanges shall not be allowed without the written consent of the Council and each application will be considered on its merits.

GENERAL CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE ALLOTMENT GARDENS ARE TO BE CULTIVATED

6.
The tenant of an allotment garden shall comply with the following general 
conditions:

(i) The tenant shall keep the allotment garden clean and in a good state of cultivation and fertility and in good condition, keeping all areas free from weed and observing a difference between crops, plants and flowers from general wild flower growth.  Such wild flower growth is not permitted on any allotment garden, nor shall the allotment garden be used for other purposes of husbandry (ie. keeping of rabbits and/or fowl).  Should the tenant be unable to upkeep the allotment garden for any determinate period of time then the Town Council Offices should be informed as soon as possible.
(ii) The tenant shall not cause any nuisance or annoyance to the occupier of any other allotment garden, or obstruct or permit the obstruction of any path or road set out by the Council for the use of the occupiers of the allotment gardens.

(iii) The tenant shall not have bonfires on the Allotment Garden that are likely to cause nuisance to occupiers of other plot holders, or to house-holders neighbouring the allotment sites.  Tenants wishing to have bonfires must at all times conform to the regulations in force on such matters at that time.  
(iv) The tenant shall not underlet, assign, or part with the possession of the allotment gardens or any part of it, without the written consent of the Council.

(v) The tenant shall not cut or prune and timber or other trees, or take, sell or carry away any mineral, gravel, sand or clay without the written consent of the Council.

(vi) The tenant shall keep every hedge that forms part of the allotment garden properly cut and trimmed, keep all ditches properly cleansed and maintain and keep in good repair any other fences and any gates on the allotment gardens.

(vii) The tenant shall not, in any way, alter the boundaries of the allotment garden or the dimensions of any path or road set out by the Council for use of the occupiers of the allotment gardens.

(viii) The tenant shall not erect any building on the allotment garden without the consent of the Council.

(ix) The tenant shall not, for any purpose, use barbed wire anywhere on the allotment gardens.

(x) The tenant shall, as regards the allotment garden, observe and perform all conditions and covenants contained in the lease (if any) under which the Council hold the land.

(xi) The tenant shall observe and perform any special condition which the Council
consider necessary to preserve the allotment garden from deterioration.

(xii) The tenant shall not tip household, garden or rubbish of any kind on the said Allotment, or on any other allotment (whether occupied by another tenant or not), or on any communal car park, roadway or general access path, nor use any such areas for any other purpose other than connected with the cultivation of the allotment garden.
(xiii) The tenant shall not bring, or permit to be brought, onto the Allotment any dog unless held on a lead, nor allow children to play unsupervised on the Allotment, or on any other allotment (whether occupied by another tenant or not), or on any communal car park, roadway or general access path.   

(xiv) Tenants are required to improve security by closing the access gate, both after entering, and after leaving, the allotment sites.

POWER TO INSPECT ALLOTMENT GARDENS

7.
The tenant shall, at all reasonable times, permit any Member or Officer of the Council to enter and inspect allotment gardens.

TERMINATION OF A TENANCY OF AN ALLOTMENT GARDEN

8.
The tenancy of an allotment garden, shall, unless otherwise agreed in writing, terminate upon the death of the tenant and shall also terminate whenever the tenancy or right of occupation of the Council terminates.

It may also be terminated by the Council by re-entry after one month’s notice:-

(i)
if the rent is in arrears for not less than 28 days; or

(ii) if the tenant fails to observe any of these Rules as to Allotment Gardens, or any other terms or conditions of the tenancy; or

(iii) if the tenant becomes bankrupt or compounds with creditors,

The tenancy may also be terminated by either of the parties hereto giving to the other twelve months notice in writing to expire or before 6th day of April or on or after 29th day of September in any year, or by the tenant upon a set day as notified beforehand.

Upon the set day of termination any shed, greenhouse, polytunnel, water butt or similar container, hose-pipe, tools or gardening equipment, and any plants or cultivated produce of any sort left on the Allotment Garden at the end of the Tenancy automatically becomes the property of the Town Council, unless a prior arrangement has been agreed with the Town Council.

EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN LETTINGS FROM THESE RULES

9.
These Rules shall not apply to any land let to an Association, or to any allotment garden which the Council, under special circumstances to be recorded in their Minutes, may be exempt from these Rules, but shall apply, except as aforesaid, to an allotment garden though held under a tenancy made before these Rules came into operation, but not so as to effect any right to compensation for an improvement executed before these Rules come into operation.

SERVICE OF NOTICES

10.
Any notice required to be given by the tenant to the Council, shall be delivered to or sent by post to the Town Clerk’s Office.  Any notice to be given by the Council to the tenant shall be treated as sufficiently served if left at or sent by post to the tenant’s last known address, or by fixing the same in some conspicuous manner on the allotment garden.

AMENDMENTS TO THESE RULES

11.
Any amendments to these Rules as to Allotment Gardens which may from time to time be made by the Council, shall be notified to tenants.

RULES AS TO ALLOTMENT GARDENS TO BE GIVEN TO TENANTS

12.
A copy of these Rules as to Allotment Gardens together with any amendments thereto, shall be given to each tenant by the Town Clerk, upon completion of the agreement for the letting of the Allotment Garden.
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